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The sight of the watermill is evocative of rural Britain&#151;the wheel turning gently to grind corn.

However, that is only part of the story of the harnessing of the power of water, a story that extends

back 2,000 years and is still far from over, as this invaluable book shows.
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Jonathan Brown has written numerous books and articles on various aspects of British agricultural

history and is the author of Steam on the Farm: A History of Agricultural Steam Engines

1800&#150;1950.

I love mills and this book is a great beginner guide to their history in Britain. Beginning with the

Romans and through the middle ages, milling was a trial and error process. When the Industrial

Revolution came however, everything changed. It became a fine tuned art. This book goes

throughout time to describe these changes in a relatively short amount of time. A great read and

well illustrated!

A well done work on English water wheels and mills that traces their development, use, and

eventual demise, and how modern wheels are used for electrical power generation.
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